
Import of VTI events in Rangecam
IM, Oct 25, 2011

1. Introduction

The VtiImport.Metrolink.exe program is a utility to import VTI events collected by Ensco system into Rangecam database version 12.

The program was designed based on sample csv file provided by Metrolink. 
Specifically each file is a comma separated value file with extension .csv.  First line of file is a column header (data schema).
Event ID,Sub,LCode,Milepost,Level,Lat,Long,Speed,Dir,Car#,Trainset,Date,CBV,CBLPP,TRL,AXV1G,AXV2G,AXV1F,AXV2F,Signal, Maint, Review

Data start from second line.

283031,San Gabriel,,28,Priority,34.101227,-117.806932,59,90,881,F59 PHI,5/17/2010 18:21,0.52,,,,,,,,,

286342,San Gabriel,,27,Priority,34.101245,-117.829037,79,270,865,F59 PH,5/25/2010 6:17,0.53,,,,,,,,,

Each line has all information sufficient to record an event in DB.

2. Installation

The program has only one file VtiImport.Metrolink.exe. No special procedures are required to install it.

The program uses .NET 3.5 framework that should be installed on the computer.

User should have internet connection to get online help. 

3. Usage

Start the program. To start the program double click the program file or use any other way to start a program in Windows (create icon, use command string …).

A window shown in Figure 1 appears.
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The program has several sequential steps:

· Loading data (button “CSV”[image: image7.png]


)

· Conversion of data from Metrolink format to Rangecam format, e.g. location (button Convert)

· Opening Rangecam DB (button[image: image2.png]


)

· Import data (button[image: image3.png]


)

The buttons are available only if the operation is allowed. For example, data cannot be imported if a DB is not opened.

Load csv data. Click the first button “CSV” or combination of hotkeys Ctrl+O to select file. The program allows the user to choose just one file. The file extension can be only csv.

Select the folder where the tie data are placed and select the file. Click the Open button.
If the data was loaded successfully you will see corresponding update “Data are loaded” in status bar. The next button “Convert” becomes available.

Convert. Hit the button “Convert” to convert the data to a format that Rangecam can read.
Open DB. Select a Rangecam DB into which the data is to be imported. If the operation succeeds, the last button is enabled.

Import data. Click the last button to import data into the db. 
Not every DB can be used to import data. The program validates it if a subdivision with the same name exists in the DB. If not, the user will be notified to create this subdivision (this can be done in Rangecam) or open another DB where this subdivision exists.
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User should open another DB or create a new subdivision in the current DB using Rangecam.  

A progress bar at the bottom status panel indicates the progress of the import. It is not recommended to interrupt the process during db operation. It is not recommended to use this DB by Rangecam or another program during import because simultaneous modification of the DB from two or more client programs can corrupt data. Viewing the data is okay. The user can have Rangecam opened along with the import routine to view the data. When the import is finished, a message box informs the user of the results.

[image: image5.png]10 records were inported nto Rangecam DB,

ok




No message appears if no records were imported in database.
Perform the next import or close the window by hitting the red cross-button (Windows XP) in the right top corner of the window.

Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1�. An initial view of the program
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